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The same day, Master Ch'iao and the three uncles, Wu,
Hua and Shen, came to make their offering of the three
carcasses. Mistress Ch'iao, Aunt Hua, and the two ladies Wu
came in sedan-chairs to express their condolences. They
wailed before the coffin, and the Moon Lady and the others
cried with them. Then they were asked to go to the inner
court and there given tea and something to eat. They were>
all dressed in mourning. Uncle Hua and his wife in very
deep mourning. Cassia had been sent word and she came in
a sedan-chair to make paper offerings. When she found Silver
Maid there, she said: "When did you come? Why didn't you
tell me? You are a fine one, always looking out for yourself."
"I did £iot know my mother was dead," Silver Maid said.
"If I had known, I should have been here before this." The
Moon Lady took them to the inner court and entertained
them there.
The seventh day came. Sixteen priests came from the
Temple of Thanksgiving. Priest Lang was in charge of
them and presided over the ceremony. They recited the Lotus
Sutra and performed * the ritual for the dead. The rela-
tives, friends, and those who served in the shops, attended
again. Abbot Wu of the Temple of the Jade King came to
make an offering, and also to secure an invitation for the
second week's mind. Hsi-mSn Ch'ing asked him to stay and
gave him vegetarian food.
A boy came and said: "The artist has brought the portrait."
Everybody examined it. The painting showed the Lady of
the Vase in a golden ceremonial head-dress, wearing pearl
ornaments and a scarlet embroidered gown. Her face was as
fair as though she lived. Hsi-men Ch'ing was delighted. He
set the picture up beside the coffin and everybody said that
the only thing it lacked was breath. Hsi-men entertained the
artist and asked him to take even more pains with the large
portrait.
"Be assured that I will take the utmost care over it," said
the artist. Hsi-m£n gave him a handsome present and he
went away.
About noon, Master Ch'iao came to make his offering.
He brought a pig, a sheep, and other things for sacrifice,
gold and silver mountains, an.d paper offerings of all sorts,

